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Why ACPE? 
• Flexibility (delivery, attendance)

• 1-1 Academic support 

• Sport and health related courses

• Industry connections 

• Location

How To Apply
Once accepted into your course of choice lodge your application to gain access to the Elite Athlete, 
Performer and Coach Program via the ACPE website, or email eliteathletes@acpe.edu.au for more 
information. 

What does the program offer?
Athletes balancing a dual career of pursuing excellence in tertiary studies whilst 
playing representative sport, performing, or coaching at the highest level are given 
comprehensive assistance and a benefits package that is tailored individually, ensuring 
success is achievable.

Being a member of the Elite Athlete, Performer and Coach Program at ACPE provides you with the flexibility 
and support needed for you to excel in both your sport and your tertiary studies.

1. Flexible enrolment and study load options.

2. Individual support for priority timetabling, absences and access to material

3. Access to ACPE Student Learning Services 

4. Athlete Networking opportunities

5. Elite Athlete, Performer and Coach Program orientation event

6. Exclusive ACPE Elite Athlete, Performer and Coach Program Merchandise

7. Individualised course support to balance study, training and competition requirements.

8. Access to ACPE Career Development Services and Student Counsellor

9. Leadership development opportunities through ACPE Student Ambassador Program 

10. Networking opportunities with potential employers

11. Personalised support from the ACPE Elite Athlete Support Advisors

12. Subsidised tickets to ACPE Annual Awards night and Blues Awards 



Jamie Buhrer
Bachelor of Sports Business (Leadership) 
Professional NRL Player (retired)

Did you enjoy being a part of the program? 
Yes. There were many subjects that I assumed upon 
enrolment would be boring and onerous, such as 
Events, Economics and Marketing. However, reflecting on these units I found them to be 
really engaging and enjoyable. Many of the assessments focused on real world scenarios 
and enabled me to develop creative solutions, create businesses, form initiatives and 
high-end proposals. I also found the work experience unit was such an essential part of preparing me for work post 
retirement from professional sport. 

What made you choose ACPE and why should other student athletes do the same? 
Having been a professional athlete, sport was always a passion of mine and the business/administrative aspect 
had long appealed to me. The Bachelor of Sports Business (Leadership) at ACPE was the perfect fit for where I 
was in 2015 when I first began, and they had demonstrated consistently that they understood how to manage elite 
athletes and best set them up for successful completion. 

What skills did your degree provide you with? 
It provided me with an ability to process information quickly, given me the confidence to develop and present 
proposals comfortably and armed me with industry knowledge that has given me a leg up in sports administration. 
I found the targeted work experience was a vital element in my education that provided me with a better 
understanding of the industry and gave me much needed confidence in preparation for my employment. 

What sets ACPE apart from other universities/ educational institutions? 
What sets it apart in my view, is the Elite Athlete Student Support and the flexibility they afforded me with my 
training and playing schedule. The lecturers always had time to discuss assessments with me one on one and help 
me better understand unit topics. I could always contact Maureen if I was stuck due to my sporting commitments 
and regardless of the time including at night, the Elite Athlete Student Support team was there to assist me. . I know 
that if I had attended a bigger university that wasn’t prepared to be flexible and enable me to juggle my sporting 
career and my education, I wouldn’t have completed my degree.



Shanice Parker
Bachelor of Health and Movement (Sport) 
Professional Rugby League player
(NSW State of Origin, Sydney Roosters, North 
Sydney Bears)

What support is offered to you as part of the program?
The program offers academic & social support. Helping me to balance work, studies & my busy training 
schedule without feeling overly stressed. An awesome program to be a part of especially if you have a lot of 
sporting commitments but want to be able to put yourself in a better position once you’re sporting career 
ends.

What skills does ACPE provide you with that help you succeed after sport?
To be able to transition smoothly into life after my sporting career with a degree and into a job that I will 
love. ACPE also assists with building connections in the industry, offering various opportunities to intern/
network with sporting clubs and areas of work within your interests.

What sets ACPE apart from other universities/ educational institutions which offer an Elite Athlete, 
Performer and Coach program?
Elite Athlete Student Support check-in often, and are always up to date with mine/other elite athletes’ 
students upcoming seasons/games/events which they often help me to balance my studies around what’s 
going on at the time. 

ACPE provides a very personalised style of study, the tutors and lecturers are so easy going and because it 
is a specialised college where you are not just a number lost in the crowd of students.  At ACPE everyone 
knows your name. All the staff at ACPE provide flexibility and are committed to teaching content so it 
remains relevant and enjoyable.  

Why did you choose ACPE? And why should other student athletes choose to do the same?
I chose ACPE as a few of my teammates studied here and only spoke of how well the program was and 
how it caters for athletes.  Also had a program that I thought would best suit me and my lifestyle. 



Jordi Swibel
Bachelor of Health Science (Exercise)

Professional Soccer Player for Sydney FC

Jock  Madden
Bachelor of Health & Movement

NRL Player for West Tigers

Why did you choose ACPE? And what support is 
offered to you as part of the program?
Honestly, I felt like ACPE chose me! Everything 
about joining as an elite athlete was made so easy. 
I was so fortunate to have the support of Maureen, 
Lauren and my teachers whilst I was recently away in 
Qatar playing in the Asian Champions League. I had 
exams that needed to be complete at a later date, 
and everyone was extremely helpful in making sure I 
had the smoothest exam period possible. I also feel 
as apart of my course as any other student, this is a 
huge bonus.

What skills does ACPE provide you with that help 
you succeed after sport?
Not only does ACPE dot every ‘i’ and cross every ‘t’, 
they do it in a fun way that makes the entire learning 
experience much more enjoyable. With an enjoyable 
learning experience it makes coming into classes 
more tolerable and keeps you enjoying the content 
you are learning, and this makes the longevity of the 
course more enjoyable. 

What sets ACPE apart from other universities/ 
educational institutions which offer an Elite Athlete, 
Performer and Coach program?
It feels like a family. ACPE provides us elite athletes 
with a learning experience that is challenging, 
enjoyable and exciting, whilst allowing us to feel like 
a normal uni student and being super supportive and 
understanding of our professional careers. 

Did you enjoy being a part of the program?
I chose ACPE because it offers great support from 
all teachers who are willing to help at any stage and 
flexibility 

What made you choose ACPE and why should other 
student athletes do the same? 
The Elite Student Support Team provided support 
when they noticed I was struggling to complete my 
assignment on time due to the struggle of managing 
my sporting career

What skills did your degree provide you with?
Writing skills having good punctuation and writing in 
the correct format that is required for that task and 
referencing

What sets ACPE apart from other universities/ 
educational institutions? 
Their flexibility stands out the most for me if I can’t 
make it to class I am able to do it online or like I said 
above if I’m struggling to complete my assessments 
in time they will allocate a new time for me



Who qualifies as an Elite Athlete, Performer or 
Coach?
For athletes, performers and coaches to gain access to the Program, they must be identified and 
recognised, or be a member of one of the following organisations as an ‘elite’ athlete or coach.

• Australian Institute of Sport (AIS)

• Rugby League Professionals’ Association

• State and Territory Institutes/Academies of Sport

• AFL Players’ Association

• Australian Cricketers’ Association

• Rugby Union Players’ Association

• Australian Professional Footballers’ Association

• Australian Basketballers Association

• National squad members from Sport Australia funded sports

Contact Details
Maureen Rocha – Director of Student Services and Wellbeing

Phone +61 2 8061 2717

Mobile +61 410 885 728

Email: mrocha@acpe.edu.au 

Lauren O’Shea – Elite Athlete Support Advisor 

Email: eliteathletes@acpe.edu.au/ loshea@acpe.edu.au

Our Partners


